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FOLLOWING THE WAY
So, here we are…experiencing another
Easter season. And frankly, it feels like
I’ve just barely finished my Christmas
baking leftovers. An early date of Easter
can certainly wreak havoc with our New
Year’s diet resolutions!
Through the last forty days of Lent we
have once again been enjoying our Soup
and Sing evenings. The soup recipes
seem to get tastier every year. And who
ever gets tired of singing through Holden
Evening Prayer? I know I don't. We have
also been enjoying video presentations
form a series on practices of the Christian
faith. And on the last evening we heard a
presentation from Susan Briehl. Her name
might ring a bell for you. She is a Lutheran
pastor who has written texts to several
hymns we sing often.
She spoke about how Jesus’s disciples
were originally described in the book of
Acts as “followers of The Way”. “The Way”
of course is Jesus (as he is described in
the Gospel of John). But it also refers to
the way of life that Jesus taught his
disciples, and us, to live. To be a
Christian, in other words, is live a
distinctive way of life, trusting God and
caring for others and the world God made.
I think that is a critical insight. As Briehl
noted, we too easily equate being a

Christian with following certain rules or
believing certain doctrines. And we too
often think of the church as an institution
we need to preserve. But thinking of
ourselves as a movement of those who
follow the way of Jesus can be freeing. It
can also be challenging. In fact, she said,
it can turn the world upside down.
That insight challenged many of us who
viewed her presentation. And if it
challenges you I encourage you to pay
attention to the first readings during
Sunday morning worship through the
season of Easter. They are all from the
book of Acts. And they all give us a
glimpse into how the original followers of
The Way lived.
They are quite remarkable stories. Stories
of how the community shared material
resources so all could have enough, stood
up to bullying power, practiced the
inclusion of sexually stigmatized and
ethnically outcast persons and more. And
if that isn't turning the world upside down I
don't know what is.
So, may this Easter season be more than
just our celebration of the hope of life after
death. May it be our opportunity to learn
even better what it means to be followers
of The Way, here and now.

For Our Prayer
For specific requests for prayer, please contact Kate
Wright at 604-937-0392 or Claire Thompson at
604-939-3086. Your prayer request will quickly be
passed to our congregational prayer chain.

Eric Svingen-Jones for a full return to
complete health.
Al Startin as he undergoes radiation treatment
for his cancer.
Jack Obst as he continues to recover from his
leg injury.

Ascension Matters
To celebrate Ascension Day, we will again
be gathering for an early morning Matins
meditation on
May 10th at 8:00 a.m.
Come celebrate this often overlooked
festival of the church calendar with our
joyful matins liturgy.

Rachel McDonald and her mom and dad,
Tammy and Shawn, who is recovering from her
recent cancer surgery and looking ahead to
follow up treatment.
David Stroud, who continues to recover from
his recent cancer surgery and awaits treatment
for his back condition.
Karen Matthews who has been experiencing
severe back problems for the last couple of
months.
Abraham Andemarian and his cousins who
are waiting to come to Canada under our
sponsorship.
Dan Enarson who continues to undergo
treatment for his leg infection.
For the fellowship and learning groups of our
congregation that they might continue to be
places of growth, learning and joy.

"God shapes the world by prayer. The
more praying there is in the world the
better the world will be, the mightier the
forces against evil."
- Mother Teresa

All women are invited to join us for an evening or afternoon
of fellowship and Bible Study at our circle meetings

April Circle Meetings
Afternoon Circle: April 10 @ 1:00 pm
Bible Study – Terry Shular
Evening Circle: April 9 - 7:00 pm
Hostess: Donata Startin
Study Leader- Flora Pregler
Woman to be studied – Leah
May Circle Meetings:
Afternoon Circle: May 14 @ 1:00 pm
Study Leader: TBD
Evening Circle: May 12@ 7:00 pm
Hostess: Jan Wald
Study Leader: Linda Berry
Woman to be studied - Tamar

Lutheran Women’s Retreat
May 25-27, 2018
Cedar Springs Christian Retreat Center
Sumas, Washington
The Lutheran Women of the Lower Mainland
ELCIC churches will be holding our Annual
Women’s Retreat the weekend of May 25-27 at
Cedar Springs Christian Retreat Center in Sumas,
Washington. This year our theme is “Fragrance
of Faith” with Saturday sessions led by Pastor
Vickie Wong.
REGISTRATION & COSTS
Rates are per person –
double occupancy US $170,
single occupancy US $194,
bunk beds US $153,
Day Guest US $58 (no accommodation)
If you are interested in attending, please see
Donata Startin or Elaine Sinton for details.

Saturday, May 26th
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Set up:
Tuesday, May 22nd from 7:00 p.m.
Friday, May 25th at 6:00 p.m
Note: Because David Stroud will be unable to do
as much lifting and heavy work this year, we will
be requiring additional help from men to set up
before, and clean up after the sale.

Please: No large appliances or furniture.
All electricals must be in working order
and all other treasures in good condition.
Donations will be welcomed at the church
from Sunday May 20th to Friday, May 25th
Baking should be brought on May 25/26th
The youth, as usual, will be selling hot
dogs to raise money for the Youth
Gathering in Thunder Bay.
Any questions? Call Claire at 604 939 3086

Quiet Time
The Worship Team would like to request
that we all try to maintain silence in the
sanctuary before the service begins on
Sunday morning. Many members like to use
this time to pray and prepare for worship
and your cooperation in respecting this
request would be appreciated.

Early Morning Meditation
On Sunday’s where communion isn’t
offered during the main service we are
continuing to offer a short 15 minute
communion meditation from 8:45 – 9:00
a.m. This involves prayer, a short
meditation from Martin Luther and the
celebration of communion.
We hope you will join us.

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
Recommended Reading
From the Church Library

BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday to Earl MacRae
Who will be celebrating a
milestone birthday, turning 95
On May 28th and to Donata Startin who will also
celebrate a milestone birthday, turning 80 on
May 20th. Happy Birthday to Agnes Mattson
who will celebrate her 93rd birthday on April
16th. Belated birthday greetings to Jessie
Werner who celebrated her 88th birthday on
March 20th.

ADDRESS CHANGES
(as of April 15)
Dennis and Joy Kirkwood
#102 – 15270 17th Avenue
Surrey, BC V4A 1T9

From the
Treasurer

Child of Lamposaari: The Inspiring Story
of Hilkka Nygard
by Linda McIntosh
Many years ago, Hilkka and Eli Nygard and their
children, Peter and Liisa, left their beloved homeland
of Finland for Canada, hoping to escape the threat of
Communist domination. Today, the Nygard label
adorns fashions not only throughout the Lower
Mainland, but also across the world. Indigo touts this
authorized biography of Hilkka Nygard as "a stirring
and inspiring tribute to those thousands of
Canadian immigrant mothers whose courage and
strength enabled their children to grow, create,
achieve and prosper." Learn more about this
fascinating woman, her family, and their journey, and
ponder the endless ways our lives are enriched by
those who immigrate to our land: find Child of
Lamposaari in the “Biography: section of the church
library in the fellowship Hall.

The following is an update on our financial
status as of February 28th, 2018
Total Income
Total Expenses
Surplus

$ 41,280.65
$ 31,215.33
$ 10,065.32

Project Contingency Fund
Balance as of February 28, 2018 = $5,503.57

to everyone who came
out on March 24th to
help with church and
yard cleanup. Your
efforts go a long way to keeping our
building in good shape.

You are invited to join us at the home of
Kate Wright on April 4th at 7:15 pm
when we will be discussing:

The Face of the Deep
By Paul J. Pastor
“With this elegant book, Paul Pastor sets out to
introduce us to the mysteries of the Spirit. His vivid
writing and the simple, evocative images breathe life
into the third person of the trinity. Few books make
knowing God more enticing.”
Looking ahead to May, we will be reading and
discussing the book “Julian’s Cell” by Ralph
Milton. a unique work of historical fiction, an
attempt to imagine Julian of Norwich's life as it
could have been.

Holy Hilarity
According to an
ancient tradition, the
second Sunday of
Easter was celebrated with laughter,
humour and frivolity. It was an
expression of the church’s understanding
that Easter was God’s great joke played
on the devil.
So, as we have for the last few years, we
will be marking that Sunday (April 8) in
the same spirit. Please bring along your
best jokes or riddles to share during the
service or dress up as frivolously as you
dare and join us for a mirthful
celebration.

Pentecost Sunday
May 20th
Pentecost is the 50th
Day after Easter when
we celebrate the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit which created
the Christian Church and empowered the
apostles for God’s mission in the world.
Don’t forget, on Pentecost Sunday, to wear
as much red as you can.
We are hoping to make this another joint
service with one or more of our renting
congregations and truly enter into the spirit of
the good news of Pentecost. Stay tuned.

World Day of
Prayer
The World Day of Prayer
Service was held at Good
Shepherd on Friday, March
2nd. About 58 people
attended the service with representatives from
several different churches in the Tri Cities area.
Thank you to Kate Wright and Donata Startin for
organizing the event and to Kate, Linda Berry and,
Gail Tremain for conducting the service. A special
thank you to Jerry Nieman for setting up the
sound system and showing the video on Suriname
and to Lily Yen for playing the organ.
The Republic of Suriname in the northeastern part
of South America was the country featured this
year and the service was based on “All God’s
creation is very good.” Our offering ($578.00)
goes to The Women’s Inter Church Council of
Canada which provides grants for projects that
benefit women touched by injustice in Canada and
all over the world as well as funding the work of
the World Day of Prayer International Committee.
We look forward to the 2019 World Day of Prayer
which will feature Slovenia.

Ushers Needed

Coffee Clean Up

We have been having a little difficulty
scheduling enough ushers for every weekly
service. We know there are many of you
who have contributed regularly to this
ministry and it is very much appreciated.
However, we would love to expand our
roster of ushers and so we are holding an
Ushers Workshop on Sunday, April 15th
after worship.

We have noticed that the task of cleaning
up the coffee counter after worship on
Sunday is falling to fewer folks. We
would really like to share this task
around more. It is not difficult or
terribly time consuming and there is a
signup sheet available every Sunday. So,
if you would like to help out, please sign
up and ask Pastor Eric, David Wills or
Gail Tremain for a little orientation.

If you currently serve, this will be a good
opportunity for you to provide the Worship
Team with feedback. And if you haven’t
ushered before, we encourage you to come
out and learn what’s involved. No
commitment will be asked for, but you just
might discover that this is a rewarding way
to contribute your time and talents to the
congregation.

Clothing, Shoe and Linen Drive

Our Youth are hosting another round of the
ever popular “Guess Who” dinners. These are
fun evenings where the hosts don’t know the
guests that are showing up and the guests
find out at the last minute where they are
going for dinner. Tickets are $25 each and go
to our Youth for their trip to CLAY.
The dates for the dinner are: April 13, 14, 27
and 28 and you can sign up as either a host or
a guest using the forms available on the parish
information table any Sunday. Just drop your
form in the offering plate or in the
Karhukangas mail slot and wait for further
details.

As you may be aware, our youth have
been collecting used clothing and
linens as a fund raiser. Thank you to
everyone who has contributed to this
collection. We are still accepting items
which can be placed (in plastic bags) in
the bin set up in the fellowship hall. All
items must be dropped off by April 20.
If you have any questions please
contact Nadine Darts.

Mothers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo thank you
Imagine if you didn’t have enough food to feed yourself or your family. What
if the food you had access to didn’t meet your nutritional needs? For many
mothers, fathers and caregivers in the province of North Kivu in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, this is the reality. Years of conflict in the
province have displaced more than 1 million people. Access to nutritious food
can be a challenge and children are experiencing malnutrition as a result,
hindering their growth today and in the future.
Thanks to your support, mothers and caregivers in the DRC have hope that their children can be
healthy again. Your support is providing Plumpy’Nut to 3000 children under five who are experiencing
malnutrition. Plumpy’Nut is a therapeutic food that’s specially formulated to treat severe malnutrition.
Ready to be consumed right when the package is opened, it’s an effective and efficient way to help
boost nutrition.
Treatment for malnutrition can only be provided when healthcare providers have the tools and the
knowledge they need to identify and treat it. More than 160 health practitioners and community workers
are receiving training in screening techniques, malnutrition treatment and nutritional monitoring. They’re
also learning about the dietary needs of pregnant and lactating women and those of infants and small
children. Thank you for supporting this training
Your support is making it possible to hold monthly cooking classes that focus on using local foods that are
rich in nutrition. Foods like beans, cassava and corn, all of which are grown in North Kivu, can help parents
provide nutrition-rich meals for their children. None of this could happen without you. Thank you for
providing hope and peace of mind to mothers and caregivers of children who are experiencing
malnutrition. What a gift it is to know that their children are receiving the life-saving treatment they need.
Thank you.
Ellen Paulley is the Communications Manager for Canadian Lutheran World Relief

**************************************

CLWR BALING DAYS
May 14 -15
At the Mennonite Central Committee –
201- 33933 Gladys Avenue, Abbotsford

Join us to prepare and pack a We Care shipment that will support The Lutheran World
Federation in Mauritania

Wow! It's been a fun winter, and full of successes for our youth - Emily
was Dorothy in her Oz! play, Darya was Glinda in a different Land of Oz
play, Alex was recognized at her school (check out the youth board),
and Cara landed an awesome aquarium job for spring break! The other
youth are doing awesome things also, I just can't list them all. Some of the
fun things we have done recently include skating, eating ice cream and
helping Pastor Eric at his care home service. Coming up we will be trying out swordplay on April
7, leading worship on May 13 and some other fun events. Youth should watch their emails for
details... or check out the youth bulletin board, which I will update soon, as requested by
Darya!
Youth have also been working hard fundraising and we have such great support! Thank you to
everyone for your support with our fundraisers, most recently the Pub Night was a wonderful
success and we are getting close to reaching our fundraising goal for CLAY. Fundraisers
coming up include Guess Who is Coming to Dinner, a surprise dinner party, and finishing up our
clothing drives, please bring all items in by April 20, 2018. There are 13 youth plus myself and
Rob heading to Thunder Bay in a little less than 5 months! We are registered and have flights
booked, it's getting more exciting the closer it gets! Wooohoo!
Jaclyn

KID’S KORNER

April 2018
Sunday
1 Easter Sunday

7:30 am – Sunrise Meditation
8:00 am – Easter Breakfast
10:00 am – Celebration Service
with Holy Communion
No Sunday School
1:30 – 4:30 – Korean Church

8

9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am - Holy Hilarity Worship
Service with Holy Communion
and Sunday School
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

Monday
2

Tuesday

Wednesday

3

4

7 pm – Adult Faith
Conversation

7 pm Confirmation

Thursday
5

7 pm – Guitar
Lessons

Friday
6

8-9pm – Korean
Church

7:45 pm -CODA

10

7:00 – Women’s
Group
1:00 pm Al Anon

1:00 pm – Women’s
Group mtg
7:30pm – Al Anon

11

10;30 am -Bible
Study
1:30 Mutual
Ministry meeting

7

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
2:30 pm -Youth Sword
play event
8:30-10 pm –AA Grp

7:30 pm – Al Anon

9

Saturday

12

13

14

7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:45 pm – CODA

8-9pm – Korean
Church

8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church

7 pm Confirmation

15
8:45 am – Communion Meditation
9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service
No Sunday School
12 noon – Ushers Workshop
1:30 – 4:30 – Korean Church

22

9:00 am - Bible Study
10:00 am - Worship Service with
Holy Communion and
Sunday School
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

29

9:00 am -Bible Study cancelled
10:00 am- Worship Service with
Holy Communion
No Sunday School
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church
6 pm – Youth Bible Study

16

17

18

19

20

21

1:00 pm Al Anon

7 pm – Adult Faith
Conversation

7 pm Confirmation

6:00 pm –
Council Meeting

6 pm Youth
Sleepover at the
church

8:30 – Men’s Breakfast
at ABC Restaurant

7:30 pm – Al Anon

23

24

1:00 pm Al Anon

7:30 pm – Al Anon

Pastor Eric on study leave
Apr. 22 - 29

30
1:00 pm- Al Anon

7 pm – Guitar
Lessons

25

10;30 am -Bible
Study
7:00 pm
Confirmation

7:45 pm - CODA
26
7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:45 - CODA

8-9 pm - Korean
Church

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

27

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

28

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

May 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

7 pm – Adult Faith
Conversation

6

8:45 am – Communion Meditation
9:00 – Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship Service and
Sunday School

7

8

1:00 pm Al Anon

7:30pm – Al Anon

Wednesday
2
7:00 pm:
Confirmation

9

10:30 am Bible
Study

13

14

15

1:00 pm Al Anon

1 pm- Women’s
Grp mtg

7 pm – Women’s
Group Meeting

7 pm – Adult Faith
Conversation
7:30 pm – Al Anon

21

22

1:00 pm Al Anon

7:30 pm – Al Anon

1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

20 Pentecost Sunday

9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service with
Holy Communion and Sunday
School
2 pm Youth go Hiking

9:00 am – Bible Study cancelled
10:00 am – Worship Service
and Sunday School
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church
6 pm – Youth Bible Study

7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:45 pm -CODA

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

10 Ascension
Day

11

1:00 pm Al Anon

7 pm – Adult Faith
Conversation
7:30 pm – Al Anon

5

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm –AA Grp

12

7:00 pm:
Confirmation

16

17

18

19

7:00 pm Confirmation

7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:45 pm -CODA

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

23

24

25

10:30 am Bible
Study

6:00 pm –
Council Meeting
7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:45 pm -CODA

29

1 pm – World
Day of Prayer

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

7:00 pm
Confirmation

28

4

Saturday

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

27

3

Friday

8 am – Matins
Meditation
7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:45 pm -CODA

1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am- Youth Lead Worship
Service with Holy Communion
No Sunday School

Thursday

30

10:30 – Bible
Study
7:00 pm
Confirmation

31

7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:45- CODA

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

26

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

BC Synod Convention-Langley May 24-27

