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RIDING BACKWARDS BIKES
Our BC Synod convention took place from May 24-27 and as usual it was a great time of worship,
fellowship and even a little business. On Saturday afternoon we took a break from the business to
spend some time with Dr. Michael Binder, pastor at Mill City Church in Minneapolis, a new church
development focusing on neighbourhood ministry.
The highlight of his presentation was when he introduced us to a unique and engaging metaphor for
what it means to live as the church today. He came upon the metaphor after viewing a Youtube
video that has nothing to do with church but which explores the way our brains learn. In the video a
man named Destin describes how some welder friends of his built him a “backwards bike”; that is, a
bike where the front tire turns left when the handlebars are turned right and vice versa, completely
the opposite of how we are used to operating a normal bike. You can view the video by going to
Youtube and searching for “The Backwards Brain Bicycle - Smarter Every Day 133.”
The video demonstrates the disorientation we feel when something we’ve learned to do one way all
our lives suddenly doesn't work that way anymore. It explores the struggle to master that new way
of doing that thing. And finally it affirms that it’s possible to learn a new way of doing something so
familiar that has suddenly become unfamiliar.
And that, Michael Binder told us, is what it is to be the church today. We have learned to “do
church” and “think church” a certain way all our lives. Call it the if-you-build-it-they-will-come
mindset. But whether we realize it (or admit it) we are no longer living in a world where those
assumptions hold. “They” won't necessarily come anymore no matter how beautifully we build “it”.
But that doesn't mean we give up the activity. Like learning to ride a backwards bike, we can learn
to do church in a new way. That’s really what the missional journey we are on is all about. At times
it can feel completely backwards: moving out and engaging with our neighbours to discover what
God is up to ahead of us instead of trying harder to attract them in. But there is hope. And he told
us some stories that demonstrate that hopefulness.
I encourage you to be curious about this journey we’re on and open yourself to the opportunities
our Guiding Team will offer over the months ahead to join us in our explorations and learnings.
View the video and watch the excitement on Destin’s face when he finally learns to ride the
backwards bike. Can that be us too?

For Our Prayer

.

For specific requests for prayer, please contact Kate
Wright at 604-937-0392 or Claire Thompson at
604-939-3086. Your prayer request will quickly be
passed to our congregational prayer chain.

Sunday, July 15th

Rachael McDonald and her mom and dad,
Tammy and Shawn, as she continues her
journey with cancer and looks ahead to high
school graduation.

We will gather for worship at 10 am at
the Church, followed by lunch and other
activities on the church grounds.

David Stroud, who is recovering well from
his surgery and waiting for treatment on his
back.

You are invited to bring
➢ A salad or a savoury snack to share
➢ A lawn chair for yourself and an
extra one if you have it
➢ A donation for the youth who will
be cooking hot dogs.

Abraham Andemarian and his cousins
Tsehai and Tomasgen who arrived in
Canada May 14th and are adjusting well.
Dan Enarson who continues to undergo
treatment for his leg infection.

Coffee, tea and juice will be provided.

Vivian Kroeker as she recovers from her
recent hip surgery.
Debbie Nolen and her sons Josh and
Justin (relatives of the Wills family) as
Josh and Justin each deal with separate
health concerns.
For Our Youth Group as they get ready to
leave for Thunder Bay and attend the
National Youth Gathering, that God will
give them safe travel and lots of awesome
memories.

All women are invited to join us for an evening or afternoon
of fellowship and Bible Study at our circle meetings

June Circle Meetings
Afternoon Circle: June 12 Luncheon @ 12 noon
Bible Study – Donna Harris
"Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting
oneself in the hands of God, at His
disposition, and listening to His voice in
the depth of our hearts." - Mother Teresa

Evening Circle: June 11 - 7:00 pm
Hostess: Janice Wald
Study Leader- Flora Pregler
Woman to be studied – Leah

From the
Treasurer
The following is an update on our financial
Status as of April 30, 2018
Total Income
Total Expenses
Surplus

$79,736.90
$73,866.27
$ 5,870.63

Project Contingency Fund
Balance as of April 30, 2018 = $12,708.57

Got Any Ideas?
Pastor Eric likes to keep his front page
newsletter article topical and relevant to our
interests and needs. But he can’t always
read our minds. So, if you have ideas,
questions, topics you would like to see
addressed, please don’t hesitate to let him
know or drop an anonymous note in his mail
slot.

Synod Convention 2018
The biennial convention of our BC synod was held in Langley at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church
from May 24-27. Besides Pastor Eric, Rick Enarson attended as our official delegate, Jerry Nieman attended
as a visitor, and Gail Tremain joined us for the Learning Event.
Much good fellowship and lively worship was enjoyed by all. And the Learning Event had us all gluing, and
cutting, and folding our way through some new ways of thinking about ministry to our neighbours
(curious?).
Among the actions of note were:
• We decided to sell the property of the Lutheran Campus Centre at UBC after reviewing extensive research
provided by synod council;
• Jerry Nieman was elected our synod treasurer;
• Pastor Eric was elected to synod council;
• Pastor Eric and Gene Blishen were elected as delegates to the national ELCIC convention next summer in
Regina.
All of us who attended from Good Shepherd had our own impressions of the event. Jerry Nieman writes,
“Throughout the discussion (about the sale of the Campus Centre) there were many references to fairness –
other opportunities for Campus Ministry around the province, not in just one [privileged] location. Pastor
Hergie said “we’re a people of the resurrection” (or similar), and when something dies, newer and greater
things can be reborn.”
Gail reflected on her learnings saying, “We have to believe that God is up to something among us. How can
we join in? We need to listen, experiment and reflect. Build relationships. Signal a listening posture to the
neighbourhood. Pay attention to "invitations"...God might be leading us somewhere. It is not the Church of
God that has a mission in the world, but the God of mission that has a Church in the world.”
Rick had this to say: “I have never done more voting in my life! The Synod business makes our Council and
AGM meetings look like a cakewalk! Was also glad to see so many people I knew including those who
have served or been a part of our congregation in the past. Also meeting some new people including Pastor
Carolina from Mt. Olivet in North Van. Overall, I found the experience to be very enriching and
educational.”
Rick will be providing a more complete report at an upcoming service.

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
BIRTHDAYS
Happy Summer Birthdays to:
• Vivian Kroeker who will
celebrate her 92nd birthday on June 2
• Carol Erickson who will celebrate her 85th
birthday on June 22nd
• Evelyn Morrison who will celebrate her 89th
birthday on July 14th
• Dorothy Durand, will be celebrating a
milestone birthday, turning 75 on July 17.
• Lois Forss who will also be celebrating a
milestone birthday turning 80 on August 7th.
Sharing Lois’s August 7th birthday is Jack
Sinton who will be turning 83.
• Leo Trent, celebrating another milestone
birthday, will turn 95 on August 11th
• Betty Jones who will celebrate her 88th
birthday on August 17th.

GRADUATION
Congratulations to the
following young people who
will be graduating from High
School this year:
❖
❖
❖
❖

Alex Darts
Nadine Hamza Deiter
Spencer Harris
Cara Wills

Congratulations on your graduation success!
May God’s grace be with you as you step
ahead towards your dreams

ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to Bob and Linda Berry who will
celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary on
June 8th, and Happy birthday to Linda who will
also be celebrating her birthday on June 8th.
Congratulations to Leo and Alma Trent who will
celebrate their 66th anniversary on August 25th
and belated birthday greetings to Alma who
turned 90 on May 12th.

BIRTHS
Congratulations to Grace Inoue
and Bill Zwicker on the birth of
their son, Nathanael on May 25th,
weighing in at 8.27 pounds. A
brother for Lydia and another
grandchild for Kate Wright
---------------------------------------

With Blessings to all
from your Good Shepherd family.

Starting July 1st, and running through
to Labour Day weekend, we are
inviting you to gather ten minutes
before the service for summer Hymn
Sing. This is your chance to sing your
favourite hymns and to prepare for
worship in a sweet and harmomious
way!

Recommended Reading
From the Church Library

Congregational Information
Meeting
There will be a special congregational
meeting on June 10th after worship. The
Property Team has prepared a document for
discussion by the congregation setting forth
a plan for the long term renewal of our
building and physical plant.
The document can be accessed on our
website (GSLCC.ca) by clicking on the
“What’s Happening Now” tab and the
“Announcement” link on that menu.

The world is full of devotion guides--seasonal, topical,
pamphlets, books, page-a-day calendars, emails, you
name it--and your church library has several
devotionals from which you can choose. How great
is that?
I challenge you to browse the shelves, find devotional
material that inspires or intrigues you, and make daily
devotions part of your summer reading. Volumes
such as "Christ in our Home: Devotions for Every
Day of the Year" are written so that any day can be
Day One of your devotional journey.
Don't wait until January 1st to begin--and don't worry,
you can keep a checked-out book for as long as it
takes you to finish it!

The meeting will be for information purposes
only.

Our Next Book Club selection will be
The Trinity by Jason Byasse

To all the volunteers who helped to set
up and work at our Yard and Bake Sale
held on May 26th. Your donations and
assistance once again made this event a
success.
Special thanks to Claire Thompson and
David Stroud for organizing the event.
They have been tirelessly overseeing this
event for many years - a time consuming
job involving lots of planning and hard
work.
We are pleased to report that we made
$1,804.60. Proceeds to be divided
between Surrey Urban Mission Society
(SUMS) and the Good Samaritan Society.

Trinity uses scripture, the Early Church tradition, and
some modern theology to argue that God is a
mystery whom we can’t understand but who can
shape our misunderstanding to allow for faithful living
and holy love of God and neighbor.

Time and place of our next meeting will be
announced at a later date.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL
July 9th – 13th from 9:00
a.m.to noon
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
At SHIPWRECKED VBS, kids will discover how Jesus rescues us through life’s storms.
SHIPWRECKED is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences that kids will see, hear,
touch, and even taste! Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in
everyday life – something we call God Sightings.
At SHIPWRECKED VBS, the children will:
*encounter powerful stories, from the Bible
*create beach or water-themed crafts
*join in singing and moving to awesome music
*participate in teamwork building games and fun
*experience exciting Science experiments
*enjoy yummy, theme-related snacks
We will be decorating with all kinds of beach/water ideas (beach balls, fishing nets, palm
trees, driftwood, hammocks, etc.) So, if you like to draw or paint, we are meeting on
Tuesday, June 19th, at 7:30. (Volunteers are coming at 7:00 for a meeting on our Child
Protection Policy, before the painting session.) Also, we will be needing food items such as
cheese, crackers, fruit, veggies, cookies, etc. Stay tuned for more specific requirements
of food donations.
Why not invite a child to VBS this summer? It is a great way to
exercise Evangelism. Registration forms are available on the VBS
bulletin board in the fellowship hall, from the office, or online at

www.gslcc.ca.

Each day of our lives we make deposits in the memory
banks of our children.
~ Charles (Chuck) Swindoll

GLOBAL DAY OF PRAYER TO END FAMINE – JUNE 10
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, of which Canadian Lutheran World Relief is a member, invites Canadians to
join Christians around the world in a Global Day of Prayer to End Famine on June 10.
The call for a Global Day of Prayer comes from the All-Africa Council of Churches, the World Council of
Churches and the World Evangelical Alliance, which invites Christians to “stand in solidarity with our sisters
and brothers to support them to realize a future free of extreme poverty, hunger and violence.”
The day’s purpose is to unite faith communities around the world as a prayer and spiritual movement to:
•
•

Promote prayer, reflection and action with information and suggestions.
Bring awareness regarding famine’s impact on the most vulnerable children and families, and help
address its root causes.
• Connect with church-related and other humanitarian organizations that are currently working to bring
immediate relief and positive long-term change so children and families can live out God’s aspiration for
a dignified, peaceful and violence-free future.
• Help communities and congregations uphold each other in prayer and support, by sharing experiences,
challenge and solutions.
They state that after years of steady progress in reducing world hunger, the number of hungry people
globally has started to climb. “Famine, drought and armed conflict are making millions of our sisters and
brothers hungry, homeless and vulnerable to conflicts, violence and abuse,” they state in the release.
June 10 is the second annual Global Day of Prayer to End Famine. Last year’s day was organized in response
to over 20 million people in South Sudan, northern Nigeria, Somalia and Yemen being at risk of famine, a
number unprecedented in modern history. Although famine was mostly averted through the provision of
critical humanitarian assistance, risk continues to be high for millions of people to experience famine or
severe hunger in 2018.
“With your support, CLWR is able to act on our commitment to meet the needs of those suffering from food
insecurity. The international programming you make possible focuses on those who are most vulnerable –
particularly women and girls,” says Karin Achtelstetter, CLWR’s Executive Director.
“Through our partnership with the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, your support is multiplied through matching
funding and provides emergency food for those caught in famine or facing other urgent needs.
If you would like to donate to help people caught in these food crises, please visit:
https://www.clwr.org/donate/working-together

Abbotsford CLWR Baling Days
Thank you to Flora Pregler, Gail Tremain, Alan and Donata Startin for representing Good
Shepherd in assisting at Baling Days on May 14th. They helped to sort, fold, count, tape, weigh,
label and load all the supplies into an international cargo container. We appreciate your hard work
on our behalf.
If you are interested in joining the fun, ask any of the above about the next baling day opportunity.

It's June already and this year seems to have flown by. We have all
of our funding for CLAY in Thunder Bay in August, and the youth
worked so hard to meet that goal. Way to go youth and way to go
parents!! Even with all that hard work fundraising, what impressed
me most this year was the worship service that the youth lead on May 13th. They wanted full
creative control, which also came with responsibility and hard work. I am so impressed with
how they worked together to find the ways that they are best at sharing God's love and did
that wonderfully, and with a bit of playful fun in just the right spots. Wow what an incredible
group! Looking back on the fun things we did this year, including learning swordplay (Jaclyn's
favourite hobby) and playing so much Just Dance at our sleepover I'm really looking forward
to June and the summer. We still have a few events coming up.
•

Hiking at Crystal Falls - June 3, meet at the Church at 2pm or Trailhead about 2:15.
Communicate with Pastor Eric about which meeting spot.

•

Year End BBQ - June 17, 3-7pm at the Shayan and Darya's place. They have a pool!

•

Nightslide Concert at Cultus Lake Waterpark - July 20 5pm-Midnight.

•

CLAY Gathering in Thunder Bay - August 14-19, 2018! Woohoo!!

Jaclyn
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Thank you to all who
volunteered their time and
talents to help our children
learn about Jesus and his
teachings in a fun filled,
creative and caring
environment
Coordinator and Grade 2-6 Teacher
– Dawn Neiman
Pre-School to Grade 1 Teacher
- Bev Poznachuk
Substitute Teachers – Linda Berry, Gail
Tremaine, Sarah Karhukangas
Special Crafts& Other support –
-Caroline Hunt, Flora Pregler
Helpers – Amy Karhukangas, Emily
Schuler, Hope Svingen-Jones, Luke Chen
Thank you for a job well done.
Hope to see you again next year!

June 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

8-9pm – Korean
Church

Saturday
2

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm –AA Grp

3

8:45 – Communion Meditation
9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am Healing Service
2 pm – Youth go hiking
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

10

9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service
with Holy Communion
Congregational mtg. after worship

4

5

1:00 pm Al Anon

7:30pm – Al Anon
7 pm – Adult Faith
Conversation

11

7:00 – Women’s
Group
1:00 pm Al Anon

1:30 – 4:30 – Korean Church

17

No Communion Meditation
9:00 am - Bible Study
10:00 am - Worship Service

9:00 am -Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service with
Holy Communion
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

12 noon – Women’s
Group luncheon

10;30 am Bible Study
7 pm Confirmation

13

7:30 pm – Al Anon

7

8

9

7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:30 pm – CODA

8-9pm – Korean
Church

8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

14

15

16

8-9 pm - Korean
Church

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church

6:00 pm –
Council Meeting
7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:30 pm - CODA

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church

8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

Pastor Eric on Study Leave June 11-18

18

19

1:00 pm Al Anon

7 pm – VBS
Volunteers mtg
7:30 – VBS workshop
7:30 pm – Al Anon

3 – 7 pm – Youth Grp Windup
party
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

24

12

6

25
1:00 pm- Al Anon

26

7:30 pm – Al Anon

20

10;30 am Bible Study

27

21

22

7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:30 - CODA

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

28

29

6:00 pm –
Council mtg.
7 pm – Guitar
Lessons
7:30 pm CODA

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

23

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

30

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

JULY 2018
Sunday
1 10:00 am Worship Service

Monday
2

Tuesday
3

1:30-4:30 –Korean Church

Wednesday
4

8 pm – Al Anon

Thursday

Friday

5

6

7

7:30 pm - CODA

8-10 Korean Ch

12 – 6 pm – Spanish
Church
8:30 -10 pm – AA Grp
14 12 – 6 pm – Spanish
Church
8:30 -10 pm – AA Grp

Confirmation Camp

8 10:00am Worship Service

9

with Holy Communion
1:30-4:30 –Korean Church

15 10:00 am Church Picnic and

22 10:00am Worship Service
1:30-4:30 –Korean Church
29 10:00 am Worship Service
with Holy Communion
1:30-4:30-Korean Church

10 8pm-Al

11 1:30 pm –

12

13

Anon

Mutual Ministry

7:30 pm - CODA

8-10 Korean Ch

9 am – noon – Vacation Bible School

16

Worship Service
1:30-4:30 –Korean Church

17

18

8 pm – Al Anon

19

20

21 12 – 6 pm – Spanish

7:30 pm – CODA

8-10 Korean Ch
Youth Nightslide
concert

Church
8:30 -10 pm – AA Grp

27

28 12 – 6 pm – Spanish

Pastor Eric on Vacation July 17-23

23

25

30

31

8 pm – Al Anon

25

Saturday

26

7:30 pm - CODA

8-10 Korean Ch

Church
8:30 -10 pm – AA Grp

8 pm – Alschool
Anon
school

AUGUST 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Pastor Eric on vacation July 31 – August 13th
1313th1313th
5 10:00 am Worship Service
6
7
1:30-4:30 –Korean Church
8 pm – Al Anon

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Saturday
412 – 6 pm – Spanish

8

9

10

11 12 – 6 pm –

15

16

17

18 12 – 6 pm –

7:30 pm - CODA

8-10 Korean Ch

Spanish Church

7:30 pm - CODA

7:30 pm - CODA

Friday
8-10 Korean Ch

8-10 Korean Ch

12 10:00 am Worship Service
With Holy communion
1:30-4:30 –Korean Church

13

19 10:00 am Worship Service

20

21

22

23

24

26 10:00 am Worship Service

27

28

29

30

31

1:30-4:30 –Korean Church

With Holy Communion
1:30-4:30 –Korean Church

14

1

8 pm – Al Anon

Youth Gathering Aug 14-19th
8 pm – Al Anon

8 pm – Al Anon

7:30 pm - CODA

7:30 pm - CODA

8-10 Korean Ch

8-10 Korean Ch

Church
8:30 -10 pm – AA Grp
Spanish Church
8:30 -10 pm – AA Grp

8:30 -10 pm – AA Grp
25 12 – 6 pm –
Spanish Church
8:30 -10 pm – AA Grp

