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LOOKING BACKWARDS TO LOOK
FORWARD
If it feels as if our Sunday worship has been “busier” now that fall is here, that’s because it
is. We’re in what’s often called the “festival half” of the church year: that stretch from now
until Pentecost Sunday where most of the big Sundays and celebrations are concentrated.
During this fall time three celebrations in particular are notable: Thanksgiving Sunday,
Reformation Sunday, and All Saints Day. All three of these festivals encourage us to look
backwards. Thanksgiving Day encourages us to take stock of all those ways we’ve been
blessed in our life. Reformation Sunday urges us to celebrate our heritage and the pioneers
of our church. And All Saints Day invites us to reflect on those holy ones we’ve known and
loved.
And that might feel a little strange. After all, we Iive in a day and an age that encourages us
to look ahead. To anticipate and desire the next best thing. Even in the church to be
forward-looking and all about the task of visioning and mission planning. And all for good
reason too.
So why three festivals that encourage us to look in the rear-view mirror? Maybe because we
need to be reminded that it’s not all about us. As much as we are encouraged to look
forward we are also told by our culture to look out for number one. That it’s up to us, and us
alone, to make it through. That the goal of our existence is to maximize our pleasure and
ensure we aren't a burden on others.
But these festivals teach us a different story. Thanksgiving Sunday reminds us that we owe
our lives to many in our past through whom God has worked to enrich and bless us.
Reformation Sunday reminds us that the faith we hold dear is one that was secured for us
through the sacrifice of others. And All Saints Sunday proclaims that none of us are
Christians on our own; that even the heroes of the church were inspired in their witness by
those who went before them; that we are all a part of a communion, or community, of saints
who together walk the way of our Lord.
And maybe recognizing that is the best way, in the end, to look forward. Not believing that
it’s all about, and all up to us as individuals. But celebrating that whatever challenge we
face, we face together with those God has given us as companions on this journey.
Rejoicing that, in the words of Irish singer Bono of the rock group U2, “we get to carry each
other.” Finding our joy in the truth that we have been blessed by others, to be a blessing to
others.

For Our Prayer
For specific requests for prayer, please contact Kate
Wright at 604-937-0392 or Claire Thompson at
604-939-3086. Your prayer request will quickly be
passed to our congregational prayer chain.

Rachael McDonald, her mom, Tammy and
her dad, Shawn, as she continues her battle
with cancer.
Monica Sommerfeld, who is recovering
and undergoing therapy after her brain
aneurism in May.
Bob Knudson who will be undergoing
cancer surgery in October.
The family of Pastor Don Johnson, well
known pastor of our Synod and father of
National Bishop Susan Johnson who passes
away September 26.
In thanksgiving for all the blessings of our
lives and the gifts of life, love, family,
friends and faith.

Communion Meditation
Just a reminder that the worship team is
continuing its experiment of offering an
early morning communion service on
Sundays when communion is not served
during the morning 10 o’clock worship
service. It runs from 8:45 am to 9:00 a.m.
(15 minutes) just before the Sunday
morning Bible Study. We read a short
meditation from Martin Luther and partake
of the Holy Supper together.
All are welcome.

All women are invited to join us for an evening or afternoon of
fellowship and Bible Study at our circle meetings in October
and November. Circles will continue to study and discuss a
chapter each month from the “Women of the Bible” study
series

October General Meeting
Tuesday, October 9th at 10:00 a.m.

All are Invited to Attend
Guest Speakers from Aunt Leah’s Place:
Gale Stewart (founder)
Angelina Oates (Director of Training and Social
Enterprise.)

Note: Our speakers will arrive at 11:00 am and
we invite anyone male or female, young or old
to come and hear the story about Aunt Leah’s
Place and current volunteer and event
opportunities.
A bit of background about Aunt Leah's Place...
For over 30 years Aunt Leah's has been helping kids
in foster care from becoming homeless and also
young mothers (in need, from losing custody of
their children) achieve a better future by providing
guidance, supportive housing, job training and life
skills coaching. Kids need a safe environment and to
feel cared for, but this is not a reality for many
teens in the foster system who have "aged out" of
care at 19. Aunt Leah's often provides the only
thread of care continuing for youth whose lives
have been marked by abuse, neglect and multiple
foster homes.
-------------------------November Circle Meetings
Afternoon Circle: November 13th at 1:00 pm
Bible Study – TBD
Woman to be studied -Tamar
Evening Circle: November 12th at 7:00 pm
Hostess: Gail Tremain
Study Leader- Gail Tremain
Woman to be studied – Miriam

Good Shepherd
2018 ELCIC Praise Appeal Sunday
October 14th, 2018

From the
Treasurer
The following is an update on our financial
Status as of August 31, 2018
Total Income
Total Expenses
Surplus

The Praise Appeal is a special offering taken
annually on this Sunday in support of the
mission and ministry of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada.

This year’s theme, Members of One Body,
is based on Romans 12:4-5. Our emphasis
this year is on the support of the ELCIC’s Bilateral Partner Church Relationships with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and
the Holy Land (ELCJHL), the Iglesia
Evangélica Luterana Unida (IELU), and the
Iglesia Luterana del Perú(IL-P). These
partnerships are built on an understanding of
ongoing relationship and accompaniment.
There are many differences between our
churches and yet we strive to live out an
understanding that we are all members of
one body, each with different gifts to share.

$ 151,031.75
$ 148,324.53
$ 2,707.22

Project Contingency Fund
Balance as of August 31 = $16,783.57

YOU TOOK MY PARKING SPACE AT
CHURCH
One day, a man went to visit a church, He got
there early, parked his car and got out.
Another car pulled up near the driver got out
and said, “I always park there! You took my
ace!" pl
The visitor went inside for Sunday School,
found an empty seat and sat down. A young
lady from the church approached him and
stated, "That's my seat! You took my place!"
The visitor was somewhat distressed by this
rude welcome, but said nothing.
After Sunday School, the visitor went into the
sanctuary and sat down. Another member
walked up to him and said, " That's where I
always sit! You took my place!" The visitor
was even more troubled by this treatment, but
still he said nothing.

Save the Date
Advent Banquet
Sunday, December 2 at 5:30 p.m.
Good Shepherd Women will again be
hosting our annual Advent Banquet.
Join us for an evening of fun, fellowship
and singing.

Later as the congregation was praying for
Christ to dwell among them, the visitor stood
up, and his appearance began to change.
Horrible scars became visible on his hands
and on his sandaled feet. Someone from the
congregation noticed him and called out,
"What happened to you?" The visitor replied,
as his hat became a crown of thorns, and a tear
fell from his eye, "I took your place."

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday to Vera Beech
Who will be celebrating her
91st birthday on November 13th, to Terry Shuler
who will celebrate her 83rd birthday on
November 22nd, and to our church secretary,
Joni Enarson who will celebrate her birthday on
October 19th.
Blessings from your Good Shepherd family.
------------Do you or someone you know have a
birthday, anniversary, special event or
other good news to share with the
congregation?
If so, please call Elaine at 604-941-8303 or email:
esinton@telus.net and we will be pleased to include it in
our newsletter. Hope to hear from you!

Catalyst Presentation
There will be a presentation on Sunday,
October 21st after worship by Catalyst
Community Development Society. Catalyst
is a BC based, not for profit real estate
developer, who has helped a few of our
sister congregations in thinking through the
future of their facilities. They will be with us
to provide an information session on
options for redeveloping/repurposing our
facilities (or a portion thereof) to help us
better pursue our mission. This is purely an
information session and comes out of our
conversation in June around the plan which
was presented by our Property Team. It is
our hope that this meeting will simply give
us a better appreciation for our options as
we contemplate our plans for addressing
our building needs and issues. Please plan
to attend.

FROM THE PROPERTY TEAM
We would like to thank the many volunteers who
helped with property issues this summer.
Keith and Donna Harris for the
plants and flower baskets on both
sides of the building, Jerry and
Dawn Nieman and Keith and
Donna Harris for trimming the
bushes along Sprice Avenue,
Jack Obst for mowing the lawn and taking care
of various maintenance issues, David Wills and
Jack Obst for changing the lightbulbs in the
sanctuary and the outside stairwell, David Wills
for fixing bathroom fixtures, and Jerry and Dawn
for cleaning the parking lot and the
roof several times in a year when
we were inundated by a bumper
crop of Douglas fir cones and
needles. Jerry and Dawn have also
done countless other things in
their 'spare time' on Saturday morning (and
probably other times as well), including watering
the maple trees on the boulevard.
Many others have contributed as well to help with
cleaning and maintenance but maybe I did not
catch you doing it. To one and all, thank you for
supporting your church. Your efforts are greatly
appreciated.
Louis Giguère

Church Signs

BELLINGHAM FALL 2018 SERIES
We have received a note from our Synod Office that Faith Lutheran church in Bellingham, Washington is
hosting a series of weekend workshops presented by members of the faculty of Vancouver School of
Theology. These events are open to anyone willing and able to make the short trip to Bellingham.
Workshop registration fee: $35 USD per workshop (includes lunch)
The address is:

Faith Lutheran Church
2750 McLeod Rd
Bellingham, WA, USA 98225
To register please call the office at Faith Lutheran at 1-360-733-3970

The schedule of workshops is as follows:
Do Justice, Love Mercy
Rev. Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls
Friday, September 28th, 7 – 9pm – Free Public Lecture
Saturday, September 29th, 10am – 3pm – Workshop
How do people of faith address social justice issues in their local communities and the world community?
This workshop uses the book of Amos to explore a Biblical and prophetic basis for involvement in social
justice concerns.
What Does It Mean to Be Wise?
Rabbi Dr. Laura Duhan-Kaplan
Thursday, October 18th, 7 – 9pm – Free Public Lecture
Friday, October 19th, 10am – 3pm – Workshop
Biblical wisdom literature offers surprisingly modern answers; come study its views of creation, ecology,
money, gender, sexuality and responsibility.
Theology for non-Theologians
Rev. Dr. Richard Topping
Friday, November 9th, 7 – 9pm – Free Public Lecture
Saturday,November 10th, 10am – 3pm – Workshop
Christian teachings (about God and creation, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, church and the Bible) shape us for
lives of resistance and renewal in our time. Join this theological conversation as we connect the dots
between confession and conduct for the good of this beautiful and broken world.
At A Time Like This, Who Needs Another Apocalypse? The Book of Revelation and Christian
Identity
Dr. Harry Maier
Friday, November 30th, 7 – 9pm – Free Public Lecture
Saturday, December 1st, 10am – 3pm – Workshop
The Book of Revelation is the book mainline Christians like least and popular culture likes most. How
should thoughtful Christians interpret the Book of Revelation? We will explore popular misconceptions
about the Book of Revelation and discuss contemporary interpretations that look to Revelation as a call to
provocative public witness and costly discipleship.

Prayer Around the Cross
Prayer Around the Cross is a unique
contemplative worship service developed by the
Community at Holden Village. We will be
holding such a service on Wednesday,
November 14th. We will begin with a dinner of
soup and bread at 6 p.m. (like our Soup and
Sing services during Lent). Afterwards we will
gather in our hall around a cross lit with candles
and enjoy a liturgy of chants, prayers and
readings. This is one of the most popular
services at Holden Village and many have
found it quite touching.
All are invited.

Ushers Workshop
There will be an Ushers Workshop on
Sunday, November 18 after worship. All
current ushers and those who are interested
in/curious about ushering are welcome to
attend.

From the Church
Librarian
Throughout our lives, there are things we see,
things we hear, things we read that have a major
impact on who we are and how we do
things. During this season of Reformation, we
celebrate Martin Luther and the concept of
"hammering the point" home with a new
contest/survey that asks: what literary works
stand out as helping you shape who you are
and why you do things the way you do? Your
answer might be broad-based, such as "Luther's
Small Catechism", more specific, i.e. your
grandma’s cookbook with her signature no-fail
piecrust recipe, or anywhere in between. Thank
God for all those things that fire us to be who we
are!
Submit your answer on a
form in the sign-out area of
the church library in the
Fellowship Hall by October
28th.
On November 4th, one entrant’s name will be
randomly drawn to win a prize! Enter as often as
you like – all ages welcome.

You are invited to join us at our next book club
on October 17th at 7:15 pm at the home of Kate
Wright when we will be discussing

Fall Movie Nights Have Arrived
All are Welcome!
As usual, we will gather at Peter Schuler’s
home at 4 pm to watch the movie, then
enjoy a potluck dinner and discussion.
The next movie nights are scheduled for
October 14th and November 4th. The
movies will be “Viewer’s Choice” – movies
suggested by you to share and discuss
with the group.

“Jesus did many other things as
well….Short Stories out of Japan” by
Anthony Edward Schmidt
Each story not only shares an aspect about
the Japanese culture but teaches a spiritual
lesson to be applied in daily life as a Christian.
Tony does not describe the super star
missionary but a servant who experiences the
Lord's victories in the midst of failure and
weakness."
Looking ahead to November, we will be
reading and discussing “the book of essays”.

What Happens with the Goods We Bale?
On September 1, our most recent shipment reached the Douala port
in Cameroon. The 40-foot container had been loaded at our Winnipeg
warehouse on June 1. The shipment, sent to support LWF-Cameroon,
was initially filled with items from our BC baling day event held on
May 14 and 15. During the two-day event in Abbotsford, BC, groups
and individuals from the Fraser Valley region rallied together to provide
a large supply of donations to help fill this container. To ensure
LWF-Cameroon would receive a full 40-foot container, the items
were combined with donations at our Winnipeg warehouse a couple of
weeks later.
Quilts and blankets (4,984), We Care Kits (3,542), sundresses (1816), toys (1605), Teacher’s Kits
(15), laptops (16) and a variety of other items were included in the shipment to support refugees,
children, young mothers and the elderly living in Cameroon. The shipment is currently being
transported to the city of Maroua, where distribution of the donations will begin to take place.

Aid Reaches Douala

Lay Academy: Pathways to Prayer
The Lay Academy is a program of theological education for lay members of the ELCIC. The
sessions are organized by topic and the presentations are streamed live by video to a
location in each of the four Western Synods or can be accessed from home. There is also an
opportunity to interact with the speaker.
The next series of sessions is called “Pathways to Prayer” led by Dr. Faith Nostbakken and
will explore questions the Christian community has about prayer. Questions like “How
should I pray?” “How can I stay faithful to prayer?” “What are its benefits?” and “How can I
know God really has heard my prayers?”. They will be held on November 17 and 24 from
8:30 am to 11:00 am. Registration is $25 for one session and $45 for both with a 10%
discount for those connecting from home.
For further information, visit the website:
layacademy5.wixsite.com/elcicwla.

Well, fall is here and that means another year of fun-tastic, faith-alicious, Godawesome Youth Group activities ahead! Of course, things are changing (again) as we
are actively seeking to hire a new Youth Leader to replace the irreplaceable Jaclyn.
But one thing that isn't changing is our commitment to keep our youth ministry
flourishing.
Until we find a new leader we won't be able to plan as many activities as we have in the past. But this time
of transition is also opening up some new opportunities for us. For example, we have connected with the
youth leaders over at St. Laurence Anglican Church and we are hoping to be able to join them on some
activities. In fact, that cooperation has already started as some of their youth joined us for the waterslide
event this past summer.
And we are hoping to keep up our friendship with the youth from St. Paul’s Lutheran in Maple Ridge. Of
course, the Mt. Seymour retreat will happen again this year and that’s always something to look forward to.
So, keep praying that we will find a great new leader and for God’s spirit to energize your temporary leaders
and to guide our group through this year.
For now our schedule looks like the following, with more events to get filled in as the weeks go on:
September 30:
October ?:
October 28:
November ?:
November 18:

K
I
D
S
K
O
R
N
E
R

Gathering Service
Event with St. Laurence Anglican
Bible Study at the church
Event with St. Paul’s/St. Laurence Anglican
Bible Study at the church

Pastor Eric and Elaine Sinton (your
faithful newsletter editor) are always
looking to make the newsletter a
relevant communications tool for the
congregation. If you have
suggestions for content of any kind,
please let us know.
We hope you enjoy what we offer with
each edition and find it helpful for
keeping up on the life of the
congregation.

October 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2
Pastor Eric on Study Leave

7 Thanksgiving Sunday

9 am – Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service with
Holy Communion and
Sunday School

Wednesday
3

1:00 pm Al Anon

7:30 pm – Al Anon

7 pm Confirmation

8

9

10

1:00 pm Al Anon

10:00 - Women’s
Group General Mtg
7:30 pm – Al Anon

10:30 am -Bible
Study
7 pm Confirmation

1:30 – 4:30 – Korean Church

14 Praise Appeal Sunday

9:00 am - Bible Study
10:00 am - Worship Service with
Holy Communion
4 pm – Movie Night

8:45 – Communion Meditation
9:00 am -Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service
and Sunday School
After worship – Catalyst
Presentation

9:00 am -Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service with
Holy Communion
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church
6:00 pm – Youth Bible Study

9:30-11 - TOPS
7:30 pm - CODA

11

9:30-11 - TOPS
1:30 – Mutual
Ministry

5
8-9pm – Korean
Church

Saturday
6

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm –AA Grp

12

13

8-9 pm - Korean
Church

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

15

16

17

18

19

1:00 pm Al Anon

7 pm – Adult Faith
Conversation

7 pm Confirmation

9:30-11 - TOPS

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

7:30 pm – Al Anon

7:15 – Book Club

22

23

24

1:00 pm- Al Anon

7:30 pm – Al Anon

10:30 am -Bible
Study
7 pm Confirmation

1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

28 Reformation Sunday

4

Friday

7:30 pm - CODA

1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

21

Thursday

29

30

1:00 pm- Al Anon

7 pm – Adult Faith
Conversation
7:30 pm – Al anon

31
Confirmation
cancelled

7:30 - CODA

20

9am-2 pm
Lower Mainland
Regional Gathering
2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

25

9:30-11 - TOPS
6:00 pm – Council
mtg
7:30 pm CODA

26
8–9 pm – Korean
Church

27

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

November 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

2

7:30 pm – CODA

8-9pm – Korean
Church

8

9

9:30-11 - TOPS

4 All Saints Sunday

9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am Worship Service with
Holy Communion and
Sunday School
4 pm – Movie Night
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

11

9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service
with Holy Communion

5

6

1:00 pm Al Anon

7:30pm – Al Anon

7

10:30 am – Bible
Study
7 pm Confirmation

Friday

9:30-11 - TOPS
7 pm – Special
Council budget
meeting

8-9pm – Korean
Church

Saturday
3

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm –AA Grp

10

8:30 am – Men’s
breakfast
2-7 pm- Spanish
Church

7:30 pm – CODA
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

12

7:00 pm –
Women’s Group
1:00 pm Al Anon

1:30 – 4:30 – Korean Church

13

1 pm – Women’s
Group
7 pm – Adult Faith
Conversation

14

6:00 pm – Prayer
Around the Cross
Soup and Sing

15

16

17

7:30 pm - CODA

8-9 pm - Korean
Church

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church

9:30-11 - TOPS

Confirmation
cancelled

8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

7:30 pm – Al Anon

18

8:45 am – Communion Meditation
9:00 am - Bible Study
10:00 am - Worship Service and
Sunday School
After Service – Ushers Workshop
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church
6 pm – Youth Bible Study

25 Christ the King Sunday

9:00 am -Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service with
Holy Communion and welcome
of new members
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

19

20

1:00 pm Al Anon

7 pm – Adult Faith
Conversation

21

10:30 am – Bible
Study

22
9:30-11 - TOPS
6:00 pm – Council
mtg

7:30 pm – Al Anon

7 pm Confirmation

7:30 - CODA

26

27

28

29

1:00 pm- Al Anon

7:30 pm – Al Anon

7 pm Confirmation

79:30-11 - TOPS
7:30 pm CODA

23

24

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

2-7 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

30
8–9 pm – Korean
Church

