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The Work of Christmas 

 

Howard Thurman, the great African-

American theologian, educator, and civil 

rights leader once wrote a Christmas poem 

that has spoken powerfully to many, 

including myself. I quote it as follows: 

“When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their 

flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart.” 

Maybe when most of us hear that phrase, 

“the work of Christmas” we think of all the 

tasks of preparing for the big event: the gift-

buying, the treat-baking, the decorating. Or 

we think of the eating and the celebrating. 

Or the exercising and the paying off that 

come later! 

 

But Thurman’s words shift our 

perspective. Now, inspired by him, 

sometimes when I read that Christmas 

story I’m struck by the work it was for 

Mary and Joseph: the arduous trek to 

Bethlehem, the anxious search for 

accommodation, the fearful escape to 

Egypt, the draining effort of living as 

refugees in a foreign country. It turns my 

attention to those who know the work I 

will (hopefully) never know. The work 

of trying to live on minimum wage, the 

work of surviving without a home, the 

work of fleeing for your life and leaving 

all you have known behind, the work of 

getting ahead as a newcomer in a totally 

unfamiliar country. 

Maybe this year, whether you are 

preparing for, enjoying, or recovering 

from your Christmas celebration you can 

reflect on the work we are all called to 

as God’s people. The work Howard 

Thurman articulates for us so eloquently. 

The work Christ was born to free us for. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 2 
❖ 5:30 p.m. – Advent Banquet 

 
Wednesday, December 12 
❖ 11:30 a.m. – Senior’s Christmas Luncheon 

 
Sunday, December 16 
❖ 10:00 am - Service of Special Music and Carols AND  

Children’s Christmas Program 
 
Thursday, December 20 
❖ 7:00 pm - Longest Night Service at Good Shepherd 

 
Monday, December 24th – Christmas Eve 
❖   4:00 pm - Family Candlelight Service 
❖ 10:00 pm - Candlelight Service with Holy Communion  

 
Tuesday, December 25th – Christmas Day 
❖ 11:00 am – Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion 

 
Sunday, December 30th –  
❖ Service of Favourite Christmas Carols with Holy Communion 

 
  

 
 

Advent and Christmas Service & Events Schedule 
At Good Shepherd 

 

 

The Longest Night 
 

Christmas time can be a lonely, 

difficult time for those who are alone 

or grieving the loss of loved ones or 

other losses in their life.  Good Shepherd, and Mount 

Zion Lutheran Churches are gathering for a joint 

“Longest Night” service to be held at 7:00 pm on 

Thursday, December 20 at Good Shepherd. 
 

This will be an opportunity to hear the good news of 

Christmas in a context that acknowledges the 

sometimes dark realities of our lives.  It is a service 

during which bereavement, hurtful memories, fears 

for the present or future can be offered to God in a 

time of reflection and hope.  Please join us.  

Refreshments and a time for fellowship will follow. 

 

Epiphany Celebration 
 

The Festival of Epiphany falls on 
Sunday, January 6th this year. So instead 
of our Epiphany Soup and Sing which 
we have been doing for the last couple 
of years, we will be celebrating the 
Epiphany of our Lord during our regular 
morning service.  Afterward we will 
enjoy a “Pot Luck” of left-over 
Christmas baking.  Please save a few of 
your Christmas treats for that Sunday 
and come celebrate this major festival 
of the church year. 



 

For specific requests for prayer, please contact Kate 

Wright at 604-937-0392 or Claire Thompson at 

604-939-3086.   Your prayer request will quickly be 

passed to our congregational prayer chain. 
  

Rachael McDonald, and her parents 

Tammy and Sean as she continues her battle 

with cancer. 
 

Monica Sommerfeld, who continues to 

recover and regain function after her brain 

aneurism. 
 

Bob Knudson, for continued recovery from 

his recent surgery 
 

Dan Enarson, who is in hospital for issues 

related to his recent leg infection. 

 

The Family of Elsie Zanke, Pastor Eric’s 

aunt, who passed away in Winnipeg at the 

end of November. 

 

For all who will be travelling over the 

Christmas season and for a joyous 

celebration of friends, family and faith. 

 

For Our Prayer 

 

 

All women are invited to join us for an evening or 
afternoon of fellowship and Bible Study at our circle 
meetings in December and January.  Circles will continue to 
study and discuss a chapter each month from the “Women 
of the Bible” study series 
 

-------------------------- 
December Circle Meetings 
Afternoon Circle:  December 11th  at 12 noon 
  Christmas Potluck  
  Study Leader – Terry Shular 
  Woman to be studied -Potiphar’s wife 
 

Evening Circle: December 11th at 7:00 pm 
Hostess – Elaine Sinton   

   Study Leader- Flora Pregler 
           Woman to be studied – Rahab 
 

January Circle Meetings 
Afternoon Circle:  January 15th @ 1:00 p.m. 
  Study Leader – TBD 
 
Evening Circle:  Tue., January 15 @ 7:00 p.m. 
(note change from Monday to Tuesday evenings) 
  Hostess – TBD 
  Study Leader - TBD 

 

Ecumenical Christmas 

Musical 
 

Our local Ecumenical Choir is 
presenting a musical 
presentation of the Christmas 
Story. 

It will take place on November 27 at 7:30 
p.m. at Saint Stephen the Martyr Anglican 
Church – 9887 Cameron Street, Burnaby 
(just off North Road).  Admission is by 
donation and refreshments will follow.  As 
parking is limited, additional spaces are 
available at 3355 North Road (the strip mall 
at the corner of North Road and Cameron).  
If you enjoyed our previous Easter musicals 
you’ll surely enjoy this one too. 

 

 



  

 
Advent Banquet 

Sunday, December 2 at 5:30 p.m. 

Everyone Welcome 
 

You are invited to bring a main dish of 
your choice and either dessert or salad.  

Sign up sheets will be available in the 
church bulletin or on the Parish 

Information table. 
We will also be assembling baking for 

the sick and shut-ins so any donation of 
baking would be appreciated. 

 

  There will be a bin for donations 
of socks, toques, gloves, underwear, etc. 
for SUMS.  You are invited to contribute 
one or more of these items as you able. 

 
 

 
Hanukkah  

and  

Christmas 

 
The Jewish Community of Beth Israel and 

the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 

Vancouver are hosting an evening to 

explore the connection between 

Christmas and Hanukkah to take place: 

 

December 5 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

 

The cost is $20 (which includes a 

traditional Hanukkah dinner and 

Christmas dessert.) Registration 

deadline is November 29th.  See the 

poster on the current events bulletin 

board for more details. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Advent Taizè Service 
 

You are welcome to an Advent Taizè 
Service which will take place on 
Thursday, December 6th at Mount Zion 
Lutheran Church, 930 Cumberland 
Street, New Westminster (corner of 
Cumberland and 10th).  This is another 
joint event planned by members of the 
Lutheran and Roman Catholic churches 
in the Lower Mainland and will be a 
wonderful opportunity to continue our 
journey of reconciliation and friendship 
as Lutherans and Catholics. 
 

A Taizè Service is a service of candlelight 
and contemplation and includes many 
easily learned and worshipful chants for 
all to sing.  Many of the chants we sing in 
our Sunday Worship during communion 
are from the Taizè community.  This 
evening promises to be a quiet and 
peaceful way of entering into the busy 
Advent season as well as an opportunity 
to enjoy fellowship with our Roman 
Catholic friends.  We hope you will join 
us.  If you would like to attend but don’t 
want to drive, let Pastor Eric know. 

 

  

“Each of us is an innkeeper who 
decides if there is room for Jesus” 

- Neal A. Maxwell 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Happy Birthday to Deloris McRae  
who will be celebrating her 91st 

birthday on December 13th, and to Pastor Ed Rode 
who will celebrate his 93rd birthday on January 
29th.  Blessings from your Good Shepherd family. 

 

BAPTISMS 
Leah Michelle Le Roux, daughter of  
Christo and Lauren LeRoux,  and 
granddaughter of Val and  Wayne      
Newton was baptized on October 21. 

ANNIVERSARIEs 
Congratulations to Ron and Mavis Elliot who will 
celebrate their 64th anniversary on January 15th.  
 

 
 
On Sunday, November 25, we welcomed into 
membership with joy and celebration: 

Tammy Diesner 
Dennis Friesen 
Sue Power 
Belinda and Aryan Saed 
Jill Schuler 
Leslie Taylor 

May your experience in our family of faith at Good 
Shepherd be a joyous blessing to you as we look 
forward to a long and faithful time in worship and 
service. 

 

  

Good Shepherd 

Annual General Meeting 

 

Please mark January 27th on your calendar as 
the day of our congregation’s annual meeting. 

 
We will gather for a potluck lunch after morning 

worship and begin the meeting no later than 
noon.  Please monitor your mail slots in January 

for important background information for the 
meeting. 

 

New Orleans  

Jazz Funeral Service 
 

 

 

 

 

Good Shepherd, King of Life and Mount 

Zion churches are continuing the 

tradition of holding a Jazz Funeral for 

the old year on January 1st, 2019, at 2:00 

p.m. at King of Life Lutheran Church.  

This is a rollicking service of great 

Gospel hymns accompanied by the Creole 

Jazz Band featuring Kevin Yeates and his 

band mates. 
 

This has been a very popular and 

enjoyable service for the last few years, 

which gives us the opportunity to bury 

the regrets of the past year and greet 

the new one with hope and joy.  A 

“funeral tea” will be held after the 

service and if you are able to contribute 

some baking, please see Pastor Eric.  We 

could also use some volunteers to help 

with setting up before the service and 

with clean-up following the service.  
 

 

 

From the  

Treasurer 
 
 
The following is an update on our financial 
Status as of October 31, 2018 
 
 Total Income  $ 187,031.25 
 Total Expenses $ 178,547.52 
 Surplus  $     8,483.73   
 
Project Contingency Fund 
Balance as of October 31 = $ 20,203.57 
 

 

 

 



  

   
 
 

You are invited to join us at our next book 
club in January (date TBD) at the home of 
Kate Wright when we will be discussing  

 
The Moth 

By George Dawes Green 
 

Celebrated storytelling phenomenon The Moth 
presents fifty spellbinding, soul-bearing stories 
selected from their extensive archive. Inspired by 
friends telling stories on a porch, The Moth was 
born in small-town Georgia, garnered a cult 
following in New York City, and then rose to 
national acclaim with the wildly popular podcast 
and Award-winning weekly public radio show 
This will be a beloved read for existing Moth 
enthusiasts, fans of the featured storytellers, and 
all who savor well-told, hilarious, and 
heartbreaking stories.  

 
  

 

 

 

Employee and Volunteer Opportunity 
 

Our congregation is seeking a part-time 

Youth Worker (a salaried position) and a 

part-time Steward of Communications (with 

honorarium).  The job description for the 

youth leader can be found on our website at 

GSLCC.ca and the Steward of 

Communications description is posted on the 

current events bulletin board.  If you are 

not interested in applying, but have a 

referral for either of these positions, 

please see Pastor Eric. 

 
  
From the Church 
Librarian 

 
 

During this blessed season, the library's seasonal 

books come out to take centre stage.  Treat 

yourself or someone special to a good read that 

returns to the library when it's finished (an eco-

friendly gift!), and help yourself to a bookmark 

from the library's small Christmas tree.  From 

bookmarks that magnify your page to keepsakes 

from Heather House and more, you'll find 

something to trim a book you're gifting or getting 

for Christmas--free of charge, whether you're 

checking out a library book or not.   

  

Something to think about:  if you were a wise 

man (person) and the precious gift you were 

bringing the newborn King was a book, what 

book would it be?  It might be a favorite 

children's story, some non-fiction for when he's 

older, a book of poetry, a graphic novel...what 

book would you bring for baby Jesus' personal 
library?  Provide your suggestions on the 

forms in the library check-out area no later 

than January 27th.  One participant's 

name will be drawn at random to receive a 

prize.   
 

 

Christmas Food Bank Collection 
 
Starting December 16th, you are invited to bring 

a food bank donation to church and leave it 

under the Christmas tree.  We will be collecting 

the gifts through the Christmas season up to 

Epiphany Sunday on January 6th.  We will 

gather all donations at that time and deliver 

them to the Share Food Bank.  Help us fill the 

tree with these gifts of love for the needy in our 

community. 

 

Christmas Hampers 
 

The Outreach Team is planning to assemble 

Christmas hampers again this year for needy 

families in our community.  Your help with 

financial donations for the cause is much 

appreciated.  You can donate through your 

regular offering envelopes or a yellow pew 

envelope marked “Christmas Hamper Fund.”  

Thank you for your generosity.  

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=library+clip+art+images&id=58283493A3B9CE7A606D530613E361740E1D7047&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=58283493A3B9CE7A606D530613E361740E1D7047&selectedIndex=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Are you looking for a gift for that “hard to buy for person?” 
Would you like to give a meaningful gift to your children or grandchildren?” 

 
CLWR’s “GIFTS FROM THE HEART” catalogue 
may be just what you’re looking for! 
 
Gifts from the Heart provide tangible and meaningful gifts 
that will share God’s love with the world.  There is 
something to inspire and delight your friends and family 
on any special occasion. 
 
Choose education to honour the teacher in your life.  A 
soccer ball will spark the imagination of a child.  Give the 
gift of food through seeds, irrigation and more – there are 

not many better gifts than going to bed every night with a full stomach.  Or show you care with a 
gift that brings hope to refugees caught in circumstances beyond their control. 
 

No matter which gift you choose, the gifts you give are saving and changing lives. 
 

Look for the GIFTS FROM THE HEART catalogue on the brochure table in the narthex or 
donate online at clwr.org/donate 

---------------------------------- 
 

CLWR strives for a world where people live in peace with hope, justice, dignity and equality empowered to 
achieve their universal rights to quality of life and to have their basic needs met. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SING-ALONG 

SUMS 
Tuesday, December 11th 

11:30 am – 12:15 pm 
 

Surrey Urban Mission - 10776 King George Blvd, Surrey 
 

Play acoustic, light percussion’ or sing?  C’mon along! 
 

(Musicians please arrive at 11:00.  Music provided.  Festive garb welcome!) 
 

SUMS gratefully accepts donations of new, dark coloured, non-wool socks  
or other winter clothes.  Thanks 

 
Contact:  Patricia with Mount Olive Lutheran and Peninsula Ukers 604-786-4711 

 

  

http://www.clwr.org/index.cfm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hey Youth, 

 

Your Education team is still 

hard at work looking for a 

leader. In the meantime, we 

are working on keeping the motor humming.  

We had a great time with some of the folks from the 

St. Laurence youth group and we’re looking forward 

to more fun on November 25 when we join them for 

rock-climbing. 
 

And of course, we’re all looking forward to the Mt. 

Seymour retreat. We’ll probably have some new 

kids join us and some new leaders as well. But we’ll 

have the same old fun with snow play, the talent 

show, and general goofiness.  
 

And don't forget we’re doing dishes for the Advent 

Banquet…woo hoo!! And the GSW is giving us a 

donation for doing that! Thanks a ton GSW!! 
 

And keep praying for that new youth 

leader…PLEASE!! 
 

The Education team 
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Sunday, December 16 
 

Our Sunday School children will be 
presenting their annual Christmas 
program, entitled “A Wondrous Story” 
on the morning of Sunday, December 
16th under the direction of Jane 
Whitter.  As is our tradition, we will 
also enjoy special musical offerings 
from the members of our talented 
congregation.   
 

Please plan to join us for a day full of 
music, joy and good news as we 
move from Advent into the celebration 
of Christmas. 
 

 

 

 

Do you know anyone who would like to 
be part of the creative team at The 

Stitchery? 
 

We have a part-time job opening. Pay is $15 
per hour.  Duties consist of: 
 

Assist customers to select fabrics and tools for 
their needs, give advice on best fabric choices 
or how easy a project is for a 12-yr old. Teach 
basic sewing classes as arranged with the 
manager. Help keep the studio clean and tidy. 
 

The ideal person will be: 
 

- organized. 
- trustworthy. 
- helpful. 
- have good people skills. 
- have basic sewing skills including using a 
  sewing machine. Teacher training will be  
  provided. 
- background check required for working with  
  children. 
 

Contact Jill Schuler at 604-492-0508 or 

jill@thestitcherystudio.ca for more information. 
 

 

 

mailto:jill@thestitcherystudio.ca


December 2018 
 

    Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
2-7 pm- Spanish  
            Church 
8:30-10 pm –AA Grp 

2   
  8:45 am – Communion Meditation 
 9 am – Bible Study 
10:00 am- Worship Service  
      and Sunday School 
5:30 pm -Advent Banquet 
1:30 – 4:30 – Korean Church 

3 
 
1:00 pm Al Anon 
 
 

4 

 
7 pm – Adult Faith 
Conversation 
 
7:30 pm – Al Anon 

5 
10:30 am -Bible 
   Study 
 
7 pm -   
Confirmation 

6 
9:30-11 - TOPS 
 
7 pm – Taizè 
Service 
 
7:30 pm - CODA 

7 
 
8-9 pm - Korean 
Church 
 

8 
 
2-7 pm- Spanish  
            Church 
 
 
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp 

9 
  9:00 am - Bible Study  
10:00 am - Worship Service with  
       Holy Communion and  
       Sunday School 
 
 1:30-4:30 – Korean Church 

10 
 
1:00 pm Al Anon 
 
7 pm – Women’s 
Group mtg. 

11 

12 noon – 
Women’s group 
Luncheon 
 
7:30 pm – Al Anon 

12 

11:30 – Senior’s 
luncheon 
 
7 pm -   
Confirmation 
 

13 
 
9:30-11 - TOPS 
6:00 pm – Council 
mtg 
 
7:30 - CODA 

14 
 
8–9 pm – Korean 
Church 

 

15 
 
2-7 pm- Spanish  
            Church 
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp 

16 
 8:45 – Communion Meditation 
 9:00 am -No Bible Study  
10:00 am- Service of Special 
Music and Sunday School 
Program 
  1:30-4:30 – Korean Church 

17 

 
1:00 pm- Al Anon 

18 
 
7:30 pm – Al Anon 

 
 

19 
 

 
 

20 
9:30-11 - TOPS 
 
7 pm – Longest 
Night Service 
 
7:30 pm CODA 

21 
 
8–9 pm – Korean 
Church 

 

22 
2-7 pm- Spanish  
            Church 
 
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp 

23 
 8:45 – Communion Meditation 
9:00 am -Bible Study  
10:00 am- Worship Service  
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church 

 

24 Christmas Eve 
4 pm – Family 
Candlelight Service 
10 pm – Candlelight 
Service with Holy 
Communion 
1:00 pm- Al Anon 

25 Christmas 
Day 
11 am Worship 
Service with Holy 
Communion 

 
7:30 pm – Al anon 

26 
 

 

27 
 
9:30-11 - TOPS 
7:30 pm - CODA 

28 
 
8-9pm – Korean 
Church 

29 
 
2-7 pm- Spanish  
            Church 
 
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp 

30 
10:00 am- Worship Service of  
    Favourite Christmas Carols 
with Holy Communion     
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church 

 

31 
 
 
1:00 pm Al Anon 

 

     

 

 

Dec 7-9 Youth Retreat 



January 2019 
 

    Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 
2pm - Jazz Funeral 

2 
 
 

3 
9:30-11 - TOPS 
 
7:30 pm – CODA 

4 
 
8-9pm – Korean 
Church 

5 
2-7 pm- Spanish  
            Church 
 
8:30-10 pm –AA Grp 

6 Epiphany of our Lord 
 9:00 am – Bible Study 
10:00 am Worship Service with  
      Holy Communion  
 
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church 

7 
 
1:00 pm Al Anon 

8 
1 pm – Women’s 
Group  
7:00 pm – 
Women’s Group 
 
7 pm – Adult Faith 
Conversation 
 
7:30pm – Al Anon 

9 
 
7 pm - 
Confirmation 

10 
9:30-11 - TOPS 
 
7:30 pm – CODA 

11 
 
 
8-9pm – Korean 
Church 

12 
 
2-7 pm- Spanish  
            Church 
 
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp 

13 
 9:00 am – Bible Study 
10:00 am- Worship Service  
       with Holy Communion and  
       Sunday School 
 
1:30 – 4:30 – Korean Church 
 

14  
 
1:00 pm Al Anon 
 
 

15 

 
7:30 pm – Al Anon 

16 
  10:30 am – Bible 
Study 
 
 7 pm -
Confirmation 

 

17 
9:30-11 – TOPS 
 
6:00 pm – Council 
mtg 
 
7:30 pm - CODA 

18 
 
8-9 pm - Korean 
Church 
 

19 
 
2-7 pm- Spanish  
            Church 
 
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp 

20 
 8:45 am – Communion Meditation 
 9:00 am - Bible Study  
10:00 am - Worship Service 
                
 1:30-4:30 – Korean Church 
 

21 
 
1:00 pm Al Anon 

22 

 
7 pm – Adult Faith 
Conversation 
 
7:30 pm – Al Anon 

23 

 
7 pm -   
Confirmation 

24 
9:30-11 - TOPS 
 
7:30 - CODA 

25 
 
8–9 pm – Korean 
Church 

 

26 
 
2-7 pm- Spanish  
            Church 
 
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp 

27 Annual General Meeting 
  9:00 am -Bible Study  
10:00 am- Worship Service with 
        Holy Communion and  
       Sunday School 
12 noon - AGM 
         
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church 

28 

 
1:00 pm- Al Anon 

29 
 
7:30 pm – Al Anon 

30 
10:30 am – Bible 
Study 
 

 
7 pm -   
Confirmation 

31 
79:30-11 - TOPS 
  
 
7:30 pm CODA 

  

 
 
 
 


