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GIVING SO THAT…
I read an article on stewardship years ago. The author was describing why he gives financially to
his church. He said that we are often encouraged to give because of any number of things. We are
encouraged to give because of what we have received, because of our blessings, and because we
are thankful. Or we are encouraged to give because the church needs our giving to maintain its
ministries and operations.
And both of those are true and good reasons to give. But he gives, he says, for a different reason.
He gives not just because of something that has happened or needs to happen. He gives so that
something will happen. He gives so that the gospel will continue to be proclaimed; so that the
church will be equipped to explore its mission in the world; so that ministries of care and
compassion will find new ways to touch the lives of the broken and the despairing; so that God’s
people will be empowered to live into God’s future.
Now, to some of us that might sound like a distinction without a difference. But I happen to think
he’s on to something. There’s no doubt that we should give because of what God has blessed us
with. That’s what Moses was teaching the people of Israel when he instructed them to dedicate to
the Lord the first fruits of their crops from the promised land. It was to express thanks for their
freedom.
And there’s no doubt that it’s important to give because the church (or any other beneficiary of
our benevolence for that matter) needs it. Certainly, Paul spent a fair amount of his ministry
exhorting his mission congregations to contribute to the collection for the needs of the church in
Jerusalem.
But when we give “so that” and not just “because” it throws a different light on our practice of
stewardship. Giving because we have been blessed is to give for the past. Giving because of need
is to give for the present. But to give so that ministry will happen is to give for the future. It's
using our giving as way of exercising our faith. Faith in the conviction that God does have a
future for us and for the church.
And maybe that kind of giving is particularly needful these days. When we find a reason to give
“so that” we are being hopeful. And what’s more, it turns our giving into a prayer. We give in the
hopes and with the petition that God will use our gift to foster life, in the church and in the world.
So, what is your “so that”? What is it you hope and pray for that inspires in you a reason to
give?

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
Our Youth are inviting you to a special
Shrove Tuesday celebration. It will take
place at DeDutch Pancake House, 2748
Lougheed Highway on February 25th at
6:00 pm. You will be treated to a pancake,
served by our youth and prepared by the
DeDutch chefs with your choice of two
toppings: bacon and cheese, or
strawberries and whipped cream. Coffee,
tea and juice will be included.
Ticket price is $15.00 and they will be on
sale after worship on upcoming Sundays.
Stay posted for details.

Soup ’n’ Sing
We will be gathering on Wednesday
evenings during Lent for a mid-week
dinner meditation known as “Soup ‘N’
Sing.”
We gather at 6:00 p.m. for a dinner of
soup and bread followed at 6:45 by
Holden Evening Prayer and a short
meditation.
All are invited to attend and to share their
favourite soup with those who gather
together. A sign-up sheet for providing
soup and bread will be available in the
fellowship hall.

Prayer Corner
for Lent
We will gather for worship on Ash
Wednesday, February 26th at 7:30 p.m.
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of
Lent, our 40 day journey of reflection
towards Easter and this service is one of
the most unique in the Christian year.
Using the symbol of ashes and a more
extensive confession of sins, we will be
invited to meditate on our need for
God’s grace and the spiritual disciplines
of our lives.

During the weeks of Lent, we will once
again create a prayer corner in the
sanctuary off to the side of the pulpit.
You are invited to visit the corner any
time during the week or on Sundays and
to use it for prayer and reflection. You
will also be invited to write out a prayer
request and leave it for others to pray for
or to leave objects that represent your
needs or the needs of the world as well
as prayers that have been answered.

For Our Prayer
For specific requests for prayer, please contact Kate Wright
at 604-937-0392 or Claire Thompson at
604-939-3086. Your prayer request will quickly be passed
to our congregational prayer chain.

Gail Tremain, as she recovers from her
cancer surgery.
Elaine Bouthot as she undergoes treatment
for her cancer
Dan and Rick Enarson for an improvement
in Dan’s health and wisdom to discern their
future.
Jim Matthews who undergoes heart surgery
on January 27th, for successful surgery and
complete healing.
For the Family of Wayne Mitchell who
passed away on Sunday, January 19th and
whose service will take place on Saturday,
February 1st at 11:00 a.m. at Saint Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Maple Ridge.
Alisha Grayson, Dorothy Durand’s niece,
who continues to recover from her car
accident before Christmas.
We pray for our Congregational Annual
Meeting and for the church council leadership
of our ministries in the year ahead.

Prayer is simply a two-way
conversation between you and
God.

~ Billy Graham

Padang Lutheran Christian
Relief Society
Padang Lutheran Relief Society is an
organization started several years ago by
Chagai Lual, who is a member of Mount Zion
Lutheran Church in New Westminster. He
came to Canada as a refugee from Sudan and
has maintained a passion for assisting his
homeland in meaningful ways.
His current mission involves relocating 35
orphaned children from the Bright Hope
Orphanage in Juba to Malakal. In Juba, it is
expensive to provide food, shelter, health
care and education. By moving these
children, they will have access to free support
and care through UNICEF which operates in
Malakal. The challenge is transporting these
children. The only feasible option is by air for
a total cost of $7,000.00. Chagai also
requires $3,000.00 to cover his flights and
living expenses while he is there.
Our church council has given $500.00 of our
benevolence to their appeal. But, we are
encouraging individual donors to assist as
well. Donations may be made directly to:
Padang Relief Society at the following
address:
Padang Relief Society
10 – 1025 Queens Avenue
New Westminster, BC V3M 1M4
All donations will be tax deductible.
However, he is hoping to travel very soon so
any help would be appreciated as soon as
possible.
In addition to financial donations, Chagi
requests your prayers for the success of this
mission.

.

We will hold a Healing Service in conjunction with
our morning worship service on March 22nd. We
will be following the same pattern we used during
our last Healing Service. That means, we will hold
a regular (shortened) service at 10:00 am and after
dismissal, we will conduct the liturgy for healing
with the laying on of hands, anointing and prayer.
Please let us know if this format is a good one.
Your feedback is appreciated.

IN THE LIBRARY: The library is in a
state of disarray right now as it is cleaned
and catalogued...but that needn't keep you
from checking out something good to
read! New releases featured on an easy-toreach shelf include:
•

•

Pathways to Prayer
Our Pathways to Prayer group continues to meet
every second Thursday afternoon at 1:00 p.m. for
about an hour. Our current plan is to explore the
prayers in our hymnal for the first half hour and
spend the last half hour praying together for the
needs of our church, our lives and our world.
You don’t need to be someone with a lot of
knowledge about, or experience with prayer to
attend. Even a curiosity about this important
spiritual practice and a desire to grow in its use is
sufficient. We hope you will join us.

From the Church
Librarian

•

•

•

•

•

•

"The Magic Strings of Frankie
Presto", by best-selling author Mitch
Albom;
"Exactly as you Are: the Life and
Faith of Mister Rogers" by Shea
Tuttle;
"Out of the Shadows", a memoir by
Timea Nagy, a survivor of human
trafficking;
"A Hobbit, A Wardrobe, and a Great
War: how J.R.R. Tolkein and C.S.
Lewis Rediscovered Faith,
Friendship, and Heroism in the
Cataclysm of 1914-1918", by Joseph
Loconte;
"Everybody, Always" and "Love
Does", by contemporary author Bob
Goff;
"The Teachings of Jesus and
Muhammad", a comparative study by
Mateen Elass;
two volumes in the "Dead Sea
Squirrels" chapter-book series by Mike
Nawrocki, creator of VeggieTales;
"Twelve Ordinary Men: How the
Master Shaped his Disciples for
Greatness, and What He Wants to do
with You", by John MacArthur (stay
tuned--"Twelve Ordinary Women" is
on order!).

These and all other books are available in
the library in the Fellowship Hall--free of
charge and yours to keep until you've
finished reading them.

World Day of Prayer
Friday, March 6 at 1:00 pm
Coquitlam Presbyterian Church
948 Como Lake Avenue, Coquitlam
You are invited to join us for the 2020
Worship celebration. The country we are
focusing on is Slovenia.
The theme of this year’s World Day of
Prayer is “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk”
The WDP 2020 program is based on Jesus’
encounter with a person who, although
positioned for healing, had not acted upon the
opportunities given (John 5:2-9a). Jesus asked
–“Do you want to be made well?” You are
faced with this life-changing question. What
are you going to do? Use this opportunity to
reflect with your WDP group, community and
ecumenical partners. Prayer and action are
what links us together around the globe.

All women are invited to join us for an evening or
afternoon of fellowship and Bible Study at our circle
meetings.

--------------------------

February Circle Meetings
Afternoon Circle: February 11th at 1:00 pm
Study Leader – Donna Harris
Evening Circle: February 11th at 7:00 pm
Hostess – Pat Savage
Study Leader- Pat Savage
Woman to be studied – The Woman
Of Endor
March Circle Meetings
Afternoon Circle: March 10th at 1:00 pm
Study Leader - TBD
Evening Circle – March 10th at 7:00 pm
Hostess – Elaine Sinton
Study Leader- Linda Berry
Woman to be studied – Bathsheba
.

From the
Treasurer
The following is an update on our financial
status as of December 31, 2019.
Total Income
$225,688.83
Total Expenses
$228,433.09
Deficit
$ -2,744.26
Project contingency Fund
Balance as of December 31 = $46,795.45

CONGREGATIONAL
NEWS
B
IRTHDAYS
BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday to Jessie
Werner who will be
celebrating a milestone birthday, turning 90
on March 20th.
Blessings from your Good Shepherd Family

DEATHS
AWayne Mitchell, former member of Good

Shepherd, passed away on Sunday,
January 19th.

If you have celebrated a significant birthday or
event, but we have missed you, please accept
our apologies. Please let us know about your
big day!
------------------------------

Ladies Spring Get Together

Saturday, March 14 – 9:30 am – 3:00 p.m.
Mount Olive Lutheran Church
2350 148th Avenue
South Surrey
The theme for the day is “Come and Be Filled”
based on Matthew 5:16. Pastor Kathy Martin
will be the guest speaker and lead the Bible
Study sessions.

COUNCIL CORNER
A Message from the Outreach Team
Your Outreach Team at Good Shepherd
would like to thank the congregation for
the donations to the Hamper Fund this
Christmas. With your support, several
families were able to enjoy a happier
Christmas. The Hamper Fund may assist
persons throughout the year if needs are
brought to our attention.
The food collected
during this Christmas
season was delivered to
the Food Bank. We
collected 105 pounds.
Thank you to all the volunteers from Good
Shepherd who assisted with the MAT
Program at St. Laurence Anglican Church
in January. Heartfelt thanks to those who
signed up for a morning or evening shift, to
those who prepared a dinner, or made
sandwiches, or donated items for the daily
bagged lunches, and to those who donated
money.
Your continued generosity and support is
greatly appreciated.
Outreach Team

The day will include a muffin on arrival and a
full lunch. The cost will be $10.00 and no
offering will be taken.
We are requesting you to pre-register by
calling: Gloria Wittal – 604 – 5514- 8558 or
email at gloriajeanwittal@gmail.com

No one has ever become
poor by giving.”
― Anne Frank

Most of us know CLWR for its relief work in responding to crises
and emergencies around the world and resettling refugees. But
the scope of its mission and work is much wider.
Did you know that nearly one in nine people around the world doesn’t have enough to eat?
Would you be surprised to learn that over 70 per cent of people who are hungry are smallscale farmers? Limited irrigation systems, land degradation and inaccessible markets are
some of the challenges that face small-scale farmers and make it difficult for them to feed
themselves and their families.
The good news is there are solutions to these challenges that will improve people’s ability
to access nutritious food today and in the future.
CLWR works with small-scale farmers to improve their food production and increase their
incomes through the provision of agricultural and marketing training, constructing irrigation
systems and protecting watersheds and preventing soil erosion.
Visit their website (clwr.org/what/food-security) for stories and a video about what food
security means and how it relates to ending global hunger.

A Story of Four People
This is the story of four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody
and Nobody. There was an important job do be done and Everybody
was sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but
Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about that, because it was
Everybody’s job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody
realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it. It ended up that Everybody
blamed Somebody when actually Nobody accused Anybody.

Hey Good Shepherd,
Hey Good Shepherd,
Hey year started with a fun, "chill" evening
This
skating at the recently opened Port Coquitlam
Community Centre, followed by a good ol'
Timmies run. Several kids invited their friends,
and together we had a great time. By now we
should have a spring schedule ready, so check
the youth wall and your e-mail for news on what
events are coming up!
Looking forward, a number of the youth will be
doing fundraising for CLAY, including a pancake
dinner in February, a silent auction in the late
spring, and more! This year's theme for CLAY is
"En Route"; we're all on a journey, so what sort
of journey are we on?
I'm grateful and excited for the year ahead! If
you've got questions, don't hesitate to contact
me at: youth@saintlaurence.ca
Jason
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Infinitely More
February 1st - 7pm
We're having another "Infinitely More"
service 7 pm, February 1st, at Holy
Trinity Cathedral in New West. If you're
looking for spiritually-grounded community
with other young people, a chance to
worship and pray and praise, Infinitely More
is a bi-monthly, casual, interdenominational,
contemporary worship gathering led by and
for young adults. Afterwards, we head to a
nearby pub to continue the communitybuilding!
Pub Night
February 7th - 8pm
Join Jaclyn, Jason, and other young adults
from Good Shepherd and St. Laurence
at Sammy J's for drinks and conversation,
8:00 pm on February 7th. What's
happening in your life? What are you
missing/longing for/needing in this life
stage? How can the church better support
you as a young adult? How might we
support each other? Pastor Eric Krushel will
join us for the first half hour to get the
conversation started. Hope you can make it!

What did the cat say to his Valentine?
“You’re purr-fect for me!”
What did the drum say to his Valentine?
“My heart beats for you!”
What did the light bulb say to his Valentine?
“I wuv you watts and watts!”
What did the train say to his Valentine?
“I choo-choo-choose you!”
Do skunks celebrate Valentine’s Day?
Of course they do. They’re very scent-imental!

February 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

2

3

4

8:45 am – Communion Meditation
9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am - Worship Service

1:00 pm-Al Anon

7 pm - Woodworking
7:30 pm – Al Anon

Wednesday

5
10:30 am – Bible
Study
7 pm – Choir
Practice

1:30-4:30 – Korean Church
9
9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service with
Holy Communion and Sunday
School
12:00 pm: Youth Group at St.
Laurence
4:00 pm – Movie Night
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

10

16
8:45 – Communion Meditation
9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am – Worship Service

17

1:00 pm-Al Anon

11
1:00 pm – Women’s
Group
7 pm – Women’s
Group

12

Thursday

Friday

6
9:30-11 – TOPS
1:00 pm – Prayer
Group
7:30 pm - CODA

7

13
9:30-11 – TOPS

14

7:30 - CODA

8:00 pm – Young
Adult Pub Night
8-9 pm - Korean
Church

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

1:00 pm-Al Anon

7:30 pm – Al anon

1
2 pm- Spanish
Church
7 pm – Infinitely
More
8:30-10 pm –AA Grp
8
2 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

15
2 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

7 pm - Woodworking
7:30 pm – Al Anon
18
7 pm - Woodworking

Saturday

5:00 – Youth Group
Big, Tasty Feast
19
7 pm – Choir
Practice

20
9:30-11 – TOPS
7:30 pm CODA

21
8–9 pm – Korean
Church

22
2 pm- Spanish
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

1:30-4:30 – Korean Church
23
9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am – Worship Service with
Holy Communion and Sunday
School
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church
6 pm – Youth Bible Study

Pastor Eric at mission mtgs. in Winnipeg
24

25 Shrove Tuesday

1:00 pm-Al Anon

6 pm – Pancake
Dinner
7:30 – Al Anon

26 ASH
Wednesday
10:30 am – Bible
Study
7:30 pm – Ash
Wednesday
Service

27
9:30-11-TOPS
1:00 pm – Prayer
Group

28
8-9 pm - Korean
Church

29
8-9 pm - Korean
Church
8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

7:30 pm -CODA

March 2020
Sunday

Monday

1
8:45 am - Communion Meditation
9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship Service
1:30 – 4:30 – Korean Church

2

8
9:00 Bible Study
10:00 am – Worship Service with
Holy Communion and
Sunday School
12:00 pm – Youth Group at St.
Laurence
4:00 pm – Movie Night
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church
15
8:45 – Communion Meditation
9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am - Worship Service

9

1:00 pm-Al Anon

Tuesday
3
7 pm Woodworking

Wednesday
4
6 pm – Soup ‘n’
Sing
7:30 - Choir

5
9:30-11 – TOPS
7:30 pm CODA

7:30 pm – Al Anon

1:00 pm-Al Anon

16
1:00 pm-Al Anon

10
1:00 pm - Women’s
group mtg
7 pm – Women’s
group meeting
7 pm Woodworking
7:30 pm – Al Anon
17
7 pm –
Woodworking

11
10:30 – Bible
Study

23
1:00 pm-Al Anon

24
7 pm –
woodworking
7:30 pm – Al Anon

12
9:30-11 – TOPS
1:00 pm – Prayer
Group

6 pm – Soup ‘n’
Sing

7:30 pm - CODA

18

19
9:30-11 – TOPS

10:30 am – Bible
Study

29
9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am – Worship Service and
Holy Communion
6 pm -Youth Bible Study
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

30

31

1:00 pm-Al Anon

7 pm –
Woodworking
7:30 pm – Al Anon

7
2 pm- Spanish
Church

13

14

8-9 pm - Korean
Church

2 pm- Spanish
Church

8:30-10 pm –AA Grp

8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

20

21
2 pm- Spanish
Church

28
2 pm- Spanish
Church

7:30 - CODA

25

26

27

6 pm – Soup ‘n’
Sing

9:30-11 – TOPS
1:00 pm – Prayer
Group

8–9 pm – Korean
Church

7:30 pm CODA

Saturday

6
World Day of
Prayer
8-9 pm - Korean
Church

6 pm – Soup ‘n’
Sing

6:00 pm –
Council Meeting

7:30 pm - Choir
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church

Friday

8–9 pm – Korean
Church
7 pm - Youth go
Rockclimbing

7:30 pm – Al Anon
1:30-4:30 – Korean Church
22
8:45 – Communion Meditation
9:00 am – Bible Study
10:00 am- Worship and Healing
Service and Sunday School

Thursday

8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

8:30-10 pm–AA Grp

